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Why are some species admired or beloved while ot hers are despised? An
eagle or hawk circling overhead inspires awe while urban pigeons shu ling
underfoot  are kicked away in revulsion. Fly f ishermen consider carp an
unwelcome t rash f ish, even t hough t he t rout  t hey hope t o cat ch are
o en equally non-nat ive. Wolves and coyot es are feared and hunt ed in
numbers wildly disproport ionat e t o t he dangers t hey pose t o humans
and livest ock.

In Trash Animals, a diverse group of environment al writ ers explores t he
nat ural hist ory of  wildlife species deemed filt hy, unwant ed, invasive, or
wort hless, highlight ing t he vexed relat ionship humans have wit h such
creat ures. Each essay focuses on a so-called t rash species—gulls,
coyot es, carp, cockroaches, magpies, prairie dogs, and lubber
grasshoppers, among ot hers—examining t he biology and behavior of
each in cont rast  t o t he assumpt ions widely held about  t hem. Ident ifying
such animals as t rash t ells us not hing about  problemat ic wildlife but
rat her reveals more about  human expect at ions of, and frust rat ions wit h,
t he nat ural world.

By est ablishing t he unique place t hat  maligned species occupy in t he
cont emporary landscape and in our imaginat ion, t he cont ribut ors
challenge us t o look closely at  t hese animals, t o reimagine our et hics of
engagement  wit h such wildlife, and t o quest ion t he violence wit h which
we t reat  t hem. Perhaps our at t it udes reveal more about  humans t han
t hey do about  t he animals.

Cont ribut ors: Bruce Barcot t ; Charles Bergman, Pacif ic Lut heran U; James
E. Bishop, Young Harris College; Andrew D. Blechman; Michael P. Branch, U
of Nevada, Reno; Lisa Cout urier; Carolyn Kraus, U of  Michigan–Dearborn;
Je rey A. Lockwood, U of  Wyoming; Kyhl Lyndgaard, Marlboro College;
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