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Abstract: Stephen Muecke's book 'Rea d ing the Country ' a nd his essa y 'A borigina l
Litera ture a nd the Repressiv e Hy pothesis' a re explored to highlight the secret stories
w hich A borigines d o not rev ea l to the public but consid er a s their 'return to
d if f erence'. It is suggested tha t A borigina l communities resist the W estern 'd iscourse
of a cquisition' in ord er to la y cla ims to their la nd rights a nd intellectua l property such
a s a rtw orks a nd relics, w hich a re una v a ila ble f or resea rch a nd outsid e know led ge.
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